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Mobile Outreach Parent-Child Home Program
Receives $30,000 Grant Funding

One in every 50 children in America experience homelessness. Forty-two percent of homeless children are
below the age of five and are significantly under-represented in preschool programs. The research on

educational outcomes indicates that more than 75 percent of homeless children read below grade level.
Without a regular, fixed, and adequate residence, school stability and access to school is difficult.

Statistics show that 36 percent of homeless children will repeat a grade.

Sarah Benjamin, teacher liaison at Eastern Suffolk BOCES, was instrumental in creating the Mobile
Outreach Parent-Child Home Program (MOPCHP) at ESBOCES by modifying the National Parent-
Child Home Program model and specifically tailoring it to provide services to homeless children. 

The MOPCHP specifically serves homeless families with young children. This program is supported
through private and public funding resources such as the Bank of America, For Granted, Inc.,
Target, and previously, United Way of Long Island Success by Six program. Additionally, MOPCHP
has received grant money over the last year from the Edith Glick Shoolman Children’s foundation.
Ms. Shoolman’s dream was to make a difference in the lives of children. The foundation supports
programs that will foster the development of healthy children, with skills necessary to achieve their
full potential, and become competent, happy, and productive adults.

In 2009, MOPCHP was the recipient of $20,000 in grant money from the Edith Glick Shoolman
Foundation per Executive Director Deborah Breznay. At a National Conference for the Parent-Child
Home Program, Ms. Breznay met Sarah Benjamin, and was interested in how she was able to bring

this program to children experiencing homelessness. For the past nine years, home visitors from
the MOPCHP have served homeless families across Suffolk County. The MOPCHP home visitors
support the parents as teachers and mentors, and connects the family to services in the community.

Ms. Benjamin said, “Families typically suffer from ‘poverty of relationships’ with little or no
neighborhood or familial support. It is very difficult for young parents to get the services they need
for their children such as health, food, or educational services. Transportation is rarely available.”
She explained how the MOPCHP home-visiting model bypasses the transportation gap. Home
visitors connect and commit to isolated families over a period of several years and become a
critical support source while supporting parents to prepare their preschool children for success
in school. 

Recently, Ms. Breznay unexpectedly committed an additional $10,000 in grant money to the
MOPCHP. In total, thanks to the Edith Glick Shoolman Foundation, MOPCHP has received
$30,000 in grant money to further this award-winning program.

Many school districts have early childhood programs funded through NYS Universal
Prekindergarten allocations. More often than not, transportation is not included and children
living in homeless situations are unable to access these free programs. MOPCHP recognized
the need for home visitation to bridge this gap. Home visitors are not volunteers. They use new
books and toys as vehicles for communication with the children and parents. They are highly
trained and supervised on a day-to-day basis as they deliver the program across the county
to shelters, motels, inadequate places of habitation or anywhere families with young children
are staying.

“One of our goals now,” said Sara Wainwright, program coordinator for the Family Education
Outreach Program (FEOP), the parent program to MOPCHP, “is to cover the funding gap and
expand the district-based Parent-Child Home Program.” At present, Central Islip UFSD and the

(Continued on page 2)
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Safety Sally Visits Westhampton Beach Learning Center
Safety Sally, a.k.a. Kay Heidt, rolled up to the Westhampton Beach Learning
Center (WHBLC) with her traveling classroom ready to teach the students
about bus safety during a fun and interactive lesson aboard the big yellow
mobile classroom bus. What a wonderful opportunity and fun way to learn!

The Safety Sally program promotes awareness of school bus safety so
students can travel safely to and from school.  It also fulfills one of the
mandatory bus drills required by law.  

Ms. Heidt said, “The Westhampton Beach
students were some of the over 30,000
students in grades Pre-K-6 that participated
in the Safety Sally program throughout the
school year.”

Photo: Safety Sally, Kay Heidt, assists Heidi S., a student at the
Remsenburg-Speonk UFSD, as she boards the bus with her class.

Students enrolled in the Adult
Education Literacy Program at
Eastern Suffolk BOCES come
from Ecuador, Honduras, El
Salvador, Peru, Haiti, the
Dominican Republic, and Chile.
Many have suffered personal
hardships in their own country and
are barely getting by here in the
United States. Linda Guijarro,

administrative coordinator of the ESBOCES Literacy Program said, “When
the announcement was made asking for food and clothing donations for a
Haitian relief effort sponsored by Rides Unlimited, the generosity of the
students was overwhelming.” Islandia-based Rides Unlimited provides
transportation for individuals with special needs and employs many
Haitians. Rides Unlimited services the NYIT facility and Director Rob Quinn
asked if the students wanted to participate. He advised Ms. Guijarro that

all proceeds would be forwarded to the American Red Cross.  Maria, an
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) student from Ecuador
said, “My heart wants to help. It is so sad to see the suffering.” She added,
“We know this tragedy. That’s why we feel so sad to see the children suffer.
That could be my family.”

Marco, also from Ecuador, said, “We are a community of brothers and we
cooperate to help others.” Students attending the ESOL Literacy Program
strive to improve their English skills. They work very hard and have little
themselves, yet for several weeks they brought in boxes and bags of food
and clothing to help the Haitians. Each day, teachers were handed dollar
bills and coins. Ms. Guijarro said, “In addition to the food and clothing
donations, $578 was collected for the quake victims.”

Several Haitian students attending the ESOL Program including Ervadine,
Jacques Jean, and Nixon, whose families lived in Port au Prince, were
very thankful to their fellow students. Both Ervadine and Jacques Jean’s
families lost their homes. Jacques Jean said, “People give up here to help
people there in Haiti. Thank you very much.”

Recognizing Potential Through Character Education
Samoset and Seneca Middle School students
in the Sachem CSD kicked off their Character
Education program this September with the
Camfel Presentation Balance of Power.
Camfel Productions is a non-profit
organization specializing in three-screen multi-
media assembly presentations motivating
teens to recognize and fire up the possibilities
inside each of us. The Balance of Power
experience encouraged the students to focus
on their potential instead of limitations.

Each building had two performances, which included all grade levels and
staff.  The presentations were followed up with classroom discussions.

Tom Burger, the Student Assistance Service (SAS) violence prevention
specialist in both buildings, spoke with students during the assembly about
overcoming obstacles in life and the importance of finding support.

While half the students at Samoset Middle School watched the assembly,
Dr. Burger and the guidance staff conducted a goal setting exercise with
the remaining half of the building. The students were asked to set an
academic goal for the year and did a fun exercise entitled, “My life at 25.”
Dr. Burger said, “The students had a great time imagining where they will
be at 25.”

Dr. Burger also introduced the students to the WhyTry program that will
be conducted in the middle schools in Sachem this year. WhyTry is a
character education program that teaches students 10 visual analogies to
help them deal with life’s daily pressures and challenges.

Adult Education Students’ Generosity Overwhelming

Mobile Outreach Parent-Child Home Program Receives $30,000 Grant Funding (continued from page 1)

Brentwood UFSD receive the program through a shared service of Eastern
Suffolk BOCES. MOPCHP anticipates many others will consider the service
available to young children of poverty in their school districts.

Eastern Suffolk BOCES District Superintendent Edward J. Zero said, “The
Family Education Outreach Program works to ensure that each student gains
access to all of the schools’ resources. In keeping with the Vision Statement of
Eastern Suffolk BOCES, Educational Services That Transform Lives, all funding
is used effectively to guarantee educational opportunities for Suffolk County’s
homeless children.”

“Over the past 14 years, Eastern Suffolk BOCES has been the recipient of
federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act funding, which the Family
Education Outreach Program (FEOP) uses in a strategic fashion to not only

provide high-quality educational and advocacy services to homeless children,
but to leverage additional fiscal resources from other state and local
governments, and corporations and foundations to support the needs of this
growing population of underserved children. The watchwords for homeless
children throughout the United States are, “It is always a case-by-case
situation,” said Mr. Zero. “The same is true here on Long Island, as the FEOP
works to ensure adequate schooling for Suffolk County‘s approximately 2,000
school-aged homeless children and to reach the hundreds of underserved
homeless preschool children with early childhood education, early literacy,
and preparation for school success.”

Eastern Suffolk BOCES is proud to support the Family Education Outreach
Program in its efforts to address this regional challenge.



Pooches Boost Everyone’s Mood
Magic and Spirit bring laughter and joy with them wherever they go. This
was especially true when they came bounding into the Premm Learning
Center (PLC) in Oakdale, followed by Rory and Calley. These loveable
and friendly dogs were accompanied by their owners from the Suffolk
Obedience Training Club (SOTC) in Greenlawn.

As community service volunteers, Danae, Kathy, Hilda, and Pat visit
schools, nursing homes, scout troops, and day care centers in an effort to
educate children, students, and adults about the SOTC training program.
The students and staff at PLC especially enjoyed the opportunity to engage
with the animals  that have been trained at SOTC in pet therapy. It has

been reported that petting a dog
lowers blood pressure, can
boost people’s moods, and
enhance their social interaction
as well as reduce stress.

PLC serves severely developmentally delayed 5- to 21-years olds. It was
evident that the students thoroughly enjoyed engaging with the dogs.
Curriculum teacher Cathy Hocoluk said, “Children are automatically drawn to
animals. We find that it is a great benefit to both the staff and students.”

Canine Career Students Get Fishy
The Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) Canine Careers class was the lucky
recipient of a Career and Technical Education Mini Grant this year.  Lisa
Konnerth’s class used the funds they received to install an indoor koi pond in their
fish room. This room will also serve as the Canine Boutique.  Students in Fran
Nilsen’s carpentry class helped with the project by building a wood frame. Mr.
Tom, an aquarist from Country Critters, a local pet store in Patchogue, stopped
by the classroom to make sure the koi pond was up and running properly. 

The students took part in building the pond with Mr. Tom’s help and learned how
to maintain the filter for the fish. The students also had the opportunity to ask

questions about the aquariums they
had put together in a previous project.

The pond is now stocked with assorted
goldfish and will soon have some baby
koi added when they are available in
the spring. 

Visitors to BTC are invited to The Fish Room 308. The students are very proud
of their new koi pond.

One-Hundred Eighty-Nine Lives Saved – BTC Blood Drive
What’s the best way to get someone to give blood? Just ask them and educate
them! Students in Talia Cliffe’s Art Design and Visual Communications program at
the Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) made it their mission to save more lives
by encouraging people to donate blood at this year’s New York Blood Center
Blood Drive held on Friday, January 22, 2010.

Josh B., a student at the Mt. Sinai UFSD and Tom D., a student at the South
Country CSD, geared up with brochures, posters, and a video created by the New
York Blood Center. They traveled from classroom to classroom educating their
peers about the importance of donating blood. An interactive question and answer
game also prompted discussion and provided information on who is qualified to
give, what happens at the blood drive, and what happens to the blood after it is
donated. Josh told his fellow students, “There is no substitute for human blood. It
only takes about 10 minutes and one pint of your blood can save three lives.”

Teachers and students watched an emotional and engaging video “Eternally
Grateful” featuring three transfusion recipients, a teenage cancer survivor, a
college student who survived a bus trauma, and an aplastic anemia patient now

in remission. Each received life-
saving blood and platelet
transfusions.

Michael A., a student at the
Shoreham-Wading River CSD
and student in Eric Jaworowski’s
Architectural and Drafting
program responded to the video saying, “It was intense, and really made an
impact on me. I participated in the Blood Drive at my home school because I
think it’s important.”

Last year the Blood Drive at BTC saved 165 lives. The goal was to meet or beat
the 55 pints collected last year and they did it! This year 63 pints were collected.
One-hundred eighty-nine lives will be saved! The promo campaign promoted the
staff and students to give the one thing that is priceless – live-saving blood.

For more information please visit the New York Blood Center Web site,
www.nybloodcenter.org

Practical and Powerful Opportunities in the Marine Field
In the Marine and Outdoor
Power Equipment classroom,
students obtain knowledge
and skills required to enter the
marine field. They get the

practical experience of working on two- and four-cycle engines and marine
systems. Students in Jason Pickerell’s class at H.B. Ward Technical and
Academic Center (WTAC) in Riverhead also have the opportunity to
participate in field trips, a very successful apprenticeship program, and an
after-school marine tech club.

An annual field trip that is very popular with the students is the New York Boat
Show held at the Jacob Javits Center in New York City.  Mr. Pickerell said, “I
encourage my students to take this opportunity to meet potential employers

and learn first hand about the current industry trends and technological
advancements.” Students are required to write a New Technology essay. The
boat show is a prime place for them to gather information, materials, and
design ideas for this class project.

A student who successfully completes two years of course work in addition to
the East End Marine Apprenticeship Program (EEMAP) will graduate with an
Association of Marine Industries (AMI) certification. Additionally, career
opportunities may include employment as a marine technician, marine
yardperson, boat rigger, parts manager, PWC technician, engine rebuilder,
marine salesperson, or lawn equipment technician.

For more information about the Marine and Outdoor Power Equipment class
visit www.esboces.org/pubcatalogs.cfm and click on ESBOCES Secondary
Career and Technical Education 2009-2010.
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Students Inform and Explore at Scales and Tails Pet Fair
With compassion in their hearts and an unending
drive to help one animal at a time, the students in
the Animal Science program at the Brookhaven
Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport once again
organized a fundraiser to assist Save-a-Pet, an
animal rescue and adoption center. 

During the months of December and January,

they collected cat and dog food, blankets,
towels, toys and many other supplies. In
addition to all these items, the students also
donated a $200 Visa gift card to Save-a-Pet.

Save-a-Pet is located in Port Jefferson
Station and has provided a safe harbor for
animals since 1994.

Students at the Islip Academic Center (IAC) celebrated Hispanic Heritage
Month by participating in a school-wide series of classroom projects. The
observation of Hispanic Heritage Week began in 1968 by President Lyndon
Johnson and was expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to span
a 30-day period.  

Spanish teacher Ellen Vanacore said, "The students in the Spanish, English,
art, and social studies classes researched famous Hispanic people and
wrote biographies of these interesting people explaining their
accomplishments.” Hallway bulletin boards were created by the students
displaying photographs, masks, drawings, and essays.

Multi-Sensory Environment: A New Tool to Enhance Learning
On November 9, the  Westhampton Beach Learning Center (WHBLC) held
a ribbon cutting ceremony for the grand opening of its Multi-Sensory
Environment (MSE) room. The MSE room provides students with the
opportunity to de-stress, relax, and self-organize. The purpose of the MSE
program is to improve the student’s participation in classroom activities,
by preparing the student’s sensory system prior to activities which may
prove challenging in the classroom. 

“We are thrilled with the successful results of the students who have
engaged in sensory activities. The calming effects on special needs
students help prepare them for their educational classes, which require
focus, attention to task, the ability to follow directions, and the ability to be
patient and flexible,” said Occupational Therapist Keri Schmidt.

For over two years the MSE committee, consisting of Occupational 
Therapists Keri Schmidt, Helen Cochran, Joyce King, and classroom

teacher Deborah Pitagno,
has collaborated to create
the first of its kind sensory
room at WHBLC.

“We researched extensively
on how to create this type
of room. Now that the room
is completed, there will be
training involved on how to
use the room, which will provide the student optimal interaction with the
activities that are available. We have already seen a marked improvement
with the students who have had the opportunity of experiencing this room
as part of their everyday routine,” said Ms. Pitagno.

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month at the Islip Academic Center

Once Upon a Time – Enhancing Curricula With Storytelling
Drawings scratched on cave walls may
be the earliest forms of storytelling.
Conveying stories or narratives through
gestures, expressions, and oral narratives
that include plots and characters, is also
becoming a lost art. 

Heather Forest, a professional storyteller,
has for the past 30 years contributed to
the academic success of students across
the globe by encouraging them and

educators to explore a unique way to express and communicate. She said, “In
our fast-paced, media-driven world, storytelling can be a nurturing way to remind
children that their spoken words are powerful and that listening is important.”

Ms. Forest offered insights into the art of storytelling to librarians and library

media specialists at a School Library System (SLS) liaison meeting. Gail
Barraco, administrative coordinator said, “Through the Arts-in-Education
program, school districts are utilizing Ms. Forest to enhance their curriculums.” 

Library Media Specialists are becoming actively involved as colleagues in
curriculum. They can make a significant impact on curriculum and instruction.
Ms. Barraco said, “Providing workshops like The Magic of Words: A Storytelling
Skills Workshop for Librarians empowers them to bring new information and
tools back into their school district that will assist teachers and promote
alternate learning experiences.”

On a recent Arts-in-Education evaluation summary, an elementary school
teacher from the Dix Hills school district stated, “Ms. Forest has a wonderful
way of captivating the children into her world. This program allows our students
to be creative.”

Pictured left to right: Brandon C., Miller
Place UFSD, Ellen Vanacore, Spanish
Teacher, Dan T., Miller Place UFSD.

Photo: Art students Jessica K., Miller
Place UFSD, and Billy B., Bay Shore
UFSD, pose in front of the Spanish
bulletin board. 
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If providing high quality, humane care to animals during all stages of their lives
is important to you, consider a career in Animal Science. Lisa Mongiello, Animal
Science instructor at the Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport,
prepares her students in the classroom by providing hands-on experiences
working with a variety of animals. The community service component of the

program affords the
students an opportunity to
visit places like Katie’s
Critters in Center Moriches,
the only small animal
rescue organization located
in Suffolk County. This type

of field trip is an education in the prevention of cruelty to small animals and
birds. The mission of Katie’s Critters is to raise public awareness, provide a
safe haven, and offer adoption of these animals to new homes.

Students in the Animal Science program didn’t want to go to Katie’s Critters empty-
handed so they organized a school-wide fundraiser. They raised $340 and
collected more than 65 lbs. of food over the course of three weeks. Items included
towels, blankets, cleaning supplies, paper towels, cage supplies, food, and treats.

Ms. Mongiello said, “Students who enroll in the Animal Science program love
animals. They learn the practical applications of animal care but they also get in
touch with their charitable and compassionate selves when they learn about
rescue organizations, wildlife refuges, and humane societies.”

“Reflections” Contest Winners – Westhampton Beach Learning Center
Each year the students from Westhampton Beach Learning Center
(WHBLC) participate in the National PTA sponsored Reflections Art
Contest. The PTA Reflections Program challenges students to create art
inspired by a specific theme. When children express themselves through
words, pictures, music, dance, and other art forms, they grow intellectually
and socially. They learn to analyze their thoughts, feelings, and ideas; learn
to look at things, people, and experiences in a fresh and exciting way, and
become more interested in the ideas and works of others. 

Under the direction of art teacher Darlene Siracusano, the students
expressed their various interpretations of this year’s theme, “Beauty is…”
within their artistic creations. She said, “The Reflections Program provides
an opportunity for students to explore their artistic talent, encourages
creativity, and students receive positive recognition for their work.”

Environmental educators with the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYSDEC) Jolene Johnson and Tess Copa, brought pelts and
skulls of raccoons, coyotes, rabbits, and other mammals to the Early Childhood
Education program at the Islip Career Center (ICC) in Oakdale. Students were
encouraged to touch, examine, and wear the specimens and artifacts.

Ms. Johnson said, “The purpose of the presentation is to get the students to think
about the local mammals in their area. Sometimes while exploring and hiking in
the woods they may come upon bones or a skull. Based on the teeth and the size
and shape of the skull they can identify what type of animal it is.”

Skull Science helps budding scientists and
explorers with visual clues to an animal’s
identity. NYSDEC encourages everyone to
learn about the interesting wildlife, natural
resources, and habitats of the animals that
live in their local areas.

Skull Science

Audio Production Students Make Sound Connections in Manhattan
On October 9, Bill Sperl's Audio Production class at
the H.B. Ward Technical and Academic Center
(WTAC) in Riverhead, attended the 127th Audio
Engineering Society (AES) Convention at the Jacob
Javits Convention Center in Manhattan. AES is the
only professional society devoted exclusively to
audio technology. AES serves its members, the
audio industry, and the public by stimulating and
facilitating advances in the field of audio. 

Mr. Sperl was able to secure complimentary admission
for his students and they were treated to a tour of the Manhattan Center studios
by Obie O'Brien, director of Audio, Video, and TV Production. One student
stated, “It was an awesome opportunity to view the latest and greatest
technology and software innovations that are available to the audio industry, all
under one roof!” The students toured all of the studios, including the
Hammerstein Ballroom, a well-known concert venue in Manhattan.

The Hammerstein features a hand-painted ceiling,
ornate woodwork, and three balconies. This space
provides limitless possibilities for productions and
extraordinary events because of its fully integrated
media and entertainment technology. 

At the end of the day, AES President Jim Anderson, a
nine-time Grammy award winner with 27 nominations,
met with students. Mr. Sperl said, “It was the high point
of the day. This was a rare opportunity for the students
to sit and engage with a master recording engineer and

producer. He graciously answered their questions and posed for pictures with
the students.”

“The day was filled with excitement and experiences normally not part of a
typical high school student's day. This connection to industry was
phenomenal,” said Mr. Sperl.

Animal Science Features Practical Applications and Compassion

Teacher Bette Stark and Environmental educators Jolene Johnson and Tess Copa
display the various skulls and pelts along with students Madison C., Rocky Point
UFSD; Aja R., William Floyd UFSD; Mariah M., William Floyd UFSD; Jessica E.,
Longwood CSD; Lisa L., Connetquot CSD; and Sidia S., Sachem CSD.

Winners: Matthew S., William Floyd UFSD, Dylan D., Oysterponds UFSD, and Devin C.,
Rocky Point UFSD
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Student Winners at GNYADA Competition
Eastern Suffolk BOCES
is proud to announce
that Lance Liebenow of
the William Floyd UFSD
and Daniel Mirocco of
the Three Village CSD
have won FIRST
PLACE at the Greater
New York Automobile
Dealers Association

(GNYADA) Regional Competition held in Whitestone, New York on January
14, 2010. These students are enrolled in Stephen Celeste’s Automotive
Technology program at Edward J. Milliken Technical Center (MTC) in
Oakdale. Students each received a GNYADA First Place trophy, an Official

Competition T-shirt, a hat from GNYADA, Automotive Career information,
and one of the following scholarship offerings:

• $10,000 Lincoln Technical Institute
• $  7,500 Baran Institute of Technology (UTI)
• $  7,500 Ohio Technical (Diesel) College

SECOND PLACE winners are Patryk Jakubiuk and Tyler Shea of the
Riverhead CSD. These students are enrolled in Michael O’Hara’s
Automotive Technology program at the H.B. Ward Technical and Academic
Center (WTAC) in Riverhead.

FOURTH PLACE winners are Eric Cobb of the Riverhead CSD and Trevor
Perry of the Southold UFSD. They are enrolled in Michael O’Hara’s
Automotive Technology program at H.B. Ward Technical and Academic
Center (WTAC) in Riverhead.

Tearing Down Walls at the Bellport Academic Center
Under the direction of Math teacher Mary Teufel, students at the Eastern
Suffolk BOCES Bellport Academic Center (BAC) participated in Mix-It-Up Day.
All across the nation, almost 3,000 students participated in Teaching Tolerance’s
Mix-It-Up Day for K–12 schools. Free posters, downloadable activities, and
suggestions are all available through the Teaching Tolerance Web site.

At BAC, students chose an individually wrapped candy as they entered the
school’s cafeteria for lunch. The color of the candy wrapper indicated which
table the student had to sit at and, for the first time, interact with new
students. “In this way,” said Ms. Teufel, “students crossed the invisible lines
of school division and met new people and made new friends.”

Tearing down the walls of isolation in
the school setting is an appropriate
commemoration of the 20th
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin
Wall. Even though the school’s walls
are invisible, they are built one brick
of intolerance at a time. Mix-It-Up
Day has proven to be such a
success in schools nationwide that
the BAC students have participated
in this event on an annual basis.

New Theatre and Performing Arts Class at ESBOCES
Students from the Technical Theatre and the Performing Arts classes at
Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport participated in an Arts
Conference at Adelphi University. Students engaged in workshops that
ranged in scope from stage combat, Broadway musical theatre,
improvisation, lighting, props, and scene painting. The keynote speaker was
Daphne Rubin-Vega who debuted on Broadway as Mimi in the original cast
of RENT, which earned her a Tony nomination for Best Actress in a Musical. 

Adelphi is committed to partnering with the high school community. The high
school program strives to provide students with educational opportunities
and participate in special conferences and workshops like the Arts

Conference, designed specifically for
high school students.

Theresa Cucina-Lane, Performing
Arts/Drama Teacher, said, “This was
a great experience for the students.
They learned a great deal by
partaking in various workshops with
professors from the Theatre, Stage
Craft, and Dance Departments at
Adelphi University.”

Rodney Way, a math teacher
at the Hampton Bays High
School and native Australian,
did a presentation on
Australia for Amy Sweezy’s
students. These global
studies students learned
about Australian animals,
Ayers Rock in the Outback,
and many fascinating facts

about the country. A basic fun fact about Australia is its nickname, “The
Land Down Under” because it is located in the southern hemisphere and

below many other countries on the globe. Ms. Sweezy said, “Students
told me that their favorite part of the presentation was learning that
Australian money is made from plastic, so they can swim with it in their
pockets!”

Mr. Way concluded the presentation by answering questions the students
had prepared for him in their English language arts (ELA) class. In
addition to writing thank you notes, the students made Australian damper
bread for Mr. Way. They learned the Australian cowboys cooked the
dough directly on the coals of an open fire and that it was a staple of the
early Australian settler’s diet. The bread was typically eaten with pieces
of fried dried meat and sometimes spread with golden syrup.

Mr. Way Was Just the Right Bloke to Teach ESBOCES Students About Oz!

Students engage in workshops at Adelphi
University’s Arts Conference providing them
the opportunity to learn from Broadway
stars and college students.

Erica M., a student at
the Longwood CSD,
participated in Mix-It-
Up. Her name was
chosen from a raffle
as the winner of a
MacDonalds gift
certificate.

Teacher Ms. Teufel
with one of her
Student Council
members, Joseph W.
of the Hampton Bays
UFSD.



J.J.R. and Lauren S., from the Cleary School for the Deaf in East Islip, are both
enrolled in the Introduction to Cooking special education career class at the Islip
Career Center (ICC) in Oakdale. At ICC, students have the option of exploring a wide
variety of career programs that are designed to help students realize their full potential.

Introduction to Cooking introduces students to the field of food and nutrition.
Classroom instruction and demonstrations are enhanced by laboratory experiences
and field trips. Upon completion of this program whose content includes menu
planning, terminology and measurement, safety and sanitation, equipment and
utensils, serving food, and purchasing, students have employment opportunities such
as waitress, waiter, cashier, dishwasher, cook, and cafeteria worker.

Recently, J.J. and Lauren had the chance to demonstrate their culinary skills and
prepare a pancake breakfast for the students and staff at the Premm Learning Center
(PLC) in Oakdale. PLC serves severely developmentally delayed 5- to 21-year olds.

J.J. said, “Mr. Kuhl taught us really well
how to make pancakes. He told us we
would be cooking between 500 and 600
pancakes. It was a great learning
experience.” Lauren shared, “We also
prepared about 30 lbs. of bacon. It was
very nice to share with the Premm students
and make food for them.”

Last year, PLC students and staff experienced the culinary expertise of the ICC
students from the Food Preparation program when they prepared a succulent turkey
with all the fixings at Thanksgiving. 

Career and Technical Education and Special Career Education students are provided
the opportunity to collaborate across the agency so they can develop their skills
through realistic activities and work situations. 

The Sky is the Limit With ESBOCES Programs
Brandon Medina, graduate of the West Islip UFSD and student in the Suffolk Aviation
Academy (SAA) in Shirley, presented “A Day in the Life of a BOCES Student” to local
school district guidance counselors at the tri-annual district contact meeting held at SAA.

“I came into the ESBOCES program in my senior year of high school,” said Brandon.
“I didn’t know what I wanted to do after I graduated. My sister suggested that I consider
becoming a pilot since I like to travel so much. I went to my guidance counselor and
she advocated the Aviation program at ESBOCES.” With just a few weeks into the
program, Brandon knew this was his destiny. Unfortunately, since he came into the
program late, he had to make up for lost time. “I studied night and day to make up the
classroom work and flying requirements.” It paid off for Brandon because he bumped
up to a second year student in January of his senior year. “My goal is to work for Fed
Ex or UPS. People don’t realize they have an airline division and it’s not easy to get
into it. You need to have recommendations, put in a lot of hours of training, and then
it’s still difficult. I’m really focused and determined, just like I was in the ESBOCES

program.” Brandon is presently a freshman at Suffolk
County Community College.

Joseph Bower, a student at the Islip UFSD, is studying
to be an airframe mechanic at SAA. He said, “No planes
fly without one of the mechanics giving it the once over.
Our job is to inspect the planes before each and every
flight. We check everything from the skin of the plane to the rudder.” 

Joe Delgado, principal of SAA said, “Our safety record is excellent. We have the best
students here in our program and I must commend the guidance counselors for
sending us such high caliber high school students.”

District Contact meetings are held to invite local guidance counselors from the
component school districts and update them on new application requirements, exams,
programs, and dates for competitions and fairs that will occur in the coming school year.

Students Demonstrate Their Culinary Skills and Serve it With Syrup

Thirty-eight staff members from both
Eastern Suffolk BOCES and Western
Suffolk BOCES ventured up to Albany
on February 23 to participate in the
2010 Lobby Day. As advocates for
BOCES, they were ready to discuss
topics that focused on regional and
statewide needs:

• Updating the BOCES Aid Formula

• Expanding BOCES authority to provide Shared Services in Accordance with the
Recommendation of the Lundine Commission

• Authorizing BOCES to establish a Workers Compensation Reserve Fund

• Reimbursing BOCES for the MTA Payroll Tax 

• Rescinding the Statutory Cap on BOCES District Superintendent Salaries in
Accordance with the Recommendation of the Suozzi Commission

Preparing for their task, teams met prior to the trip to discuss effective advocacy
strategies such as establishing a rapport with the legislator, developing a few central
points, knowing the facts, asking for advice, leaving written materials, and departing
on a friendly note. 

Among the many written materials provided, the legislators were given a “Did you
know…” fact sheet that outlined how BOCES enables, assists, promotes, provides,
and partners in a cost effective and collaborative manner. Each participant was in an
important position to make a connection with the legislator or representative to support 
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BOCES, student achievement, and regional economic and workforce
development.

Each group articulated their support of the many legislative proposals being
discussed and in some instances passed to amend the Education Law to expand
the role of BOCES in the state.  

Lobby leader Alan Rios, special education teacher at the Bellport Academic Center
at Eastport/South Manor Jr. Sr. High School and his group first met with
Assemblyman Philip Boyle. Mr. Rios said, “He was very supportive and is an
advocate of BOCES. He welcomed our ideas. We shared with him our concerns

about the money BOCES has had to spend on the MTA tax and the ways money can
be saved by our constituents using BOCES shared services.” The overall tone of the
meeting was positive.

During the group’s meeting with Assemblyman Michael J. Fitzpatrick, Fitzpatrick
shared his grim view of the state of affairs in Albany, “At the present time there is an
$8 billion deficit, and if we don’t do something about it soon we are looking at tripling
that number.”

Mr. Bob Love, CTE science teacher at the Edward J. Milliken Technical Center in
Oakdale and his group reported that his group met with Senator John J. Flanagan
and Assemblyman Steven Englebright’s aide. Mr. Love reported, “The senator was
aware of all our issues and was supportive of them. His aide was very attentive and
promised to pass our concerns to Assemblyman Englebright.”

On the bus trip back to Long Island, conversation ensued among the BOCES
participants about their interactions with the legislators. Based on the positive tone set
within each meeting, the group felt the legislators are open to supporting legislation and
initiatives that benefit Long Island’s educational communities and goals.
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment or candidate for enrollment on the basis of gender, race, color, religion
or creed, age, national origin, marital status, disability or any other classification protected by law. This policy of nondiscrimination includes: access by students to educational
programs, student activities, recruitment, appointment and promotion of employees, salaries, pay and other benefits. BOCES will be in full compliance with all applicable rules
and regulations pertaining to civil rights for students and employees (e.g., Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990). Inquiries regarding the application of the above references should be directed to either of the BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers:
Michael J. Locantore, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772 (631) 687-3029 or Dr. Julie Davis Lutz, Associate
Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772 (631) 687-3056.
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